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Tochigi is a landlocked prefecture in the northern part of the Kanto Region, with its capital
city of Utsunomiya located approximately 100 km from the national capital of Tokyo. Tochigi
has an area of 8408 Wl . making it the largest prefecture in Kanto. It spans roughly B4
km from east to west and 98 km from north to south, for a relatively even shape. Tochigi
containg 25 cities and towns and has a population of just under two million people,
The Tohoku Expressway and Tohoku Shinkansen run north and south through Tochigi
Prefecture and connect Tokyo to the Tohoku Region and Hokkaido. Additionally, the Kita-
kanto Expressway runs east and west through Tochigi end serves as a crossroads for
Ibaraki, Gunma, and Niigata Prefeciures.
In addition to its advantageous gecgraphical position, Tochigi is also home to the beautiful
nature of Mikko and Masu, fascinating history and traditional culture, and a well-balanced
industrial environment of manufacturing, agriculture, and tourism,
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The Local Government System and the Prefectural Assembly)

-

As stipulated by Chapter B of the Constitution, our countny’s local governmant systam guarantaes the
right af autonomy to orefectures, citias, tawnsa, and villagas

The Constitution states that the arganization and operation of locel public entities shall be determined
by saparata law, that a Prefectural Assambly shall be put in place as a legislative agancy, that
the Assembly Chairperson and Assembly members shall ba chosen vie public elaction, that local
governments can establish Ordinances, etc.

Taking thase rules into account, the Local Autonamy Act statas that the cities, towns, and villages
that interact directiy with residents shall act ss Iocal gaovernment entities. thet the prefectures that
inciude the clties. towns, and villagas shall act as regional govemment entities, and that each of thesa
shall carry out its own affairs

The Prefectural Assembly is comprised of the Assembly members chosen by the people. The mole of
the Assembly is to discuss and decide what work should ba dona ta improva the walfare of all residents
af tha prefecture. For that reesan, tha Assembly is refarred to a5 a lagislative agancy,

On the other hand. entities like the governor, mayors, Board of Education, etc. who carry out the
dacisions made by the Assembly are rafarred 1o as the executive agencias.
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Deliberation on bills
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Supervision of sdministrative matters
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Planning of administrative matters
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Carrving out of administrative matters
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Structurejof/the|Prefectural/Assembly)

(The Prefectural Assembly is made up of 50 members chosan fram 16 voting districts, Esch As 5emblyj

member sernves a term of 4 years,
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Prefectural Assembly
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Plenary Session
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The Assambly Chairpersan snd Vice-Chairparsan sre elected by the Assembly from current Assembly
members. The Chairperson represents the Prefectural Assembly and has the legal and regulatary right
o maintain order in tha Assembly Hall. Tha Vica-Chairparson serves as Chairparsan in the case that
the Charperson is absent or in an sccident
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Plenary Session

Under the Local Autonomy Act. 2 meeting involving all the Assembly members is
refarred to as a8 Session or Assembly Session. As opposed 10 8 committes comorised
of a partion of Asseambly members for the purpose of preliminary examination and
investigation, freguently this is referred to as a Plenary Session.
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“Committees |

The Committees consist of the Assembly Steering Committes. Standing Committees.
and Special Committes.

The Steering Caommittee ensures that the Assembly oparates smoothly. There are
six Standing Committees in Tochigi (Prefectural Government Management, Lifestyle,
Health, and Welfare: Agriculture, Forestry, and Environment; Economy and Business;
Prefectural Land Maintenance; Education and Paolice). A Special Committee is called
when a particularly important issue needs to be discussed or investigated.
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Assembly Secretariat

The role of the Assembly Secretariat is to assist with the activities of the Assembly.
The Secretariat carries out plenary session and committee administration, collects
rasources and information needed by the Assembly, and handles surveys related to the
prefectural government,
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;T.'ﬁ‘a) PrefecturallAssembly/Process;)

Azsembly deliberation begins with deciding on the period end detes of the plenary session, Maxt, & bill i;'
proposad by either the Govermnor or an Assembly member or committee. in the case of & bill proposed by
the Gavarnar, the Assambly membears will hear an explanation aof tha proposal by the Gowamor, Then, the
Assembly membears ask guestions. which are fielded by the Governar or executive agency

Whan guestioning is over. the bill is submitted to the relevant committea for detailed and specialized
examination. and sach commitiee discusses the pros and cons of (revisas) tha hill. Tha head of each

I%_n:l:umrl'nittﬂf: prasents tha results at the plenary session, then the bill is vated on by the Assambly v
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IntroductionjofithelYear:RoundlAssembly;

"rTrua Amzembly s usually called by the governor ar other nead of the local government a few times par yeaﬁ
iLocal Autonomy Act Articles 101 and 102), Additionally, if an Assambly dacision is neadad whean the
Assembly is nat in session and the head of local government judges that the situation is an emergency, the
head of [ocal governmant may make a dacision. On one hand, this means that the Assembly's Superdsory
function aver the head of local government. an important rodein the dual representation system, cannot be
fully demonstrated, In response to this, Tochigl Prefecture was the first In the country to implement the
Year-Round Assembly systam in 2012 in order 1o allow Assembly suparvision over the executive agenay. In

thie case of a natural disastier like a major earthqueke or typhoon, a plenary session may be called. and the

kﬁ.SE—H‘!’I’IhW can guickly deliberate on the supplementary budgets and ather important matiers. y
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The Prafactural Assembly that haes implamentad Year-Round Assambly bolds convening sassions, genaral
sessions, and speclal sessions.

The comvening session is the first sassion called by tha Governor after the Assembly members are alectad
{genaral election). During the genaral session, the Assembly focuses on guastions end concems, and the
committees focus on thelr investligations. Taking into account the budeEel proposal submission perod,
the genaral sassion is usually hald from May to Juna, Saptember to Dctober, Movambar ta Dacembear, and
Februeary ta March of the next year, & special session is called by the Governor when an Assambly decision
Is neaded in cases of natural dizasters or othar unexpectad clroumstances. ¥
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According to the law, the Assembly has verous types of authority (the Assembly's Jobsk consisting mainly
of tha fallowing:

o R
Decisions by Vote
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Survey and Examination
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The Assermnbly deliberates on Ordinances proposed by the Governor and
others relating to establishment and revision of regulations. budget
decisions. authorization of budget reporting, imparfant contracts
imposed by prefeciurgl regulations, etc. The Assembly then vatas on
gach bill to approve or reject ar ameand.
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The Assembly usas its right to survey and examingtion to determing
whather prefactural businass is being carriad put in Bccordance with
Assembly decisions. The Assambly daas this by reguesting information
a5 neaded from axacutive agancies and haaring apinians and
gxplanations from related partias.
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Submission of and Decision
an Written Opinions
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Ragarding issues thal cannoal be rasolved solely by the prefecturs, the
Assambly creates written opinians and submits them to the national
govarnment or relevant government agency In such a Way as to benafit the
residents of Tochigl Prefecture. The Assembly carries out a decision by
vate in order to keep the opiniaons clear and precise,
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Election
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In-addition to the Chairperson and Vice-Chairparson, the Assambly also
carsles out elections for the members of the Committee for Elaction
Administration. among others
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Investigation of Petitions
and Appeals
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Tha Assembly accepts requasts fram the citizens ol the prafacture
in the form of petltions and appeals, which it thomughly investigates
before working to reflect the content of the reguests appropriately [n
prefectural busingss,
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Approval
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Before thae Govemor can select or appoint vice-govemors, supanvisory
guditors, superintendents, public safaty commissionars, pergonnel
commissionars, etc.. the Assembly must give its approval
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AttendingitheiPrefecturaliAssembly;

Anyone can attend a Prafectural Assembly plenary Session or committes, Recaption for plenary sessions |
is an the Gth floor of the Assembiy Hall. and reception for committees is on the 1st fioor. Simpole papensork
is required. Session days ara annaunced in the public newsletter “Kengikai Tachig® and on the Assambly
wahsita. For detgils. piease contact the Prefectural Assembly Secretariat Ganeral Affairs Division at 028-
233763,

Group tours of the Prafectural Assembly Hall and Prefectuwal Office are alsa availabla

0 schedula a taur,

\ please contact the Public Relations Division Prefectural Information Plera at O28-623-3757
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Assembly Hall Audlence Seating Family Room
Audience seating includes 10 Members of the auvdience can comfortably
wheelthalr-accessible seats. attend the Assembly wWith small Children.

HASRHASEER
Tochigi Prefectural Assembly Secretariat

TI20-8501 HFAMFUSHREBI-1-20
Hanawada 1-1-20, Msunomiva, Tochigi 320-8501

TEL 028-623—-3753 & ¥ B & General Affairs Division
302 E B B B General Affairs Division Secretariat
3761 B B & A Flanning and Procedures Division
31742 HEEY Hﬁﬁ'—n-}ﬂé Policy Planning Division, Policy Law Section
3772 HHEEE BEELWEEZS Policy Planning Division,
Survey and Public Relations Section
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FAX 028—-623—3755
=L —Z PR Website: httpawww pref tochigildg jo/kengikail
E A—=LFFLA E-mail: gikal@preftochigllg.lp



